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The four Evangelists from 
the Book of Kells



The Storm on the Sea of Galilee, Rembrandt, 1633

Mark 4:35-41: On that day, when evening had come, 
he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 
36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with 
them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were 
with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, 
asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and 
said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, 
and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind 
ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to 
them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
41 And they were filled with great awe and said to 
one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 
and the sea obey him?”



Walking on Water, Ivan Aivazovsky (1888)

Mark 6:47-51: When evening came, the boat 
was out on the sea, and he was alone on the 
land. 48 When he saw that they were 
straining at the oars against an adverse 
wind, he came towards them early in the 
morning, walking on the sea. He intended to 
pass them by. 49 But when they saw him 
walking on the sea, they thought it was a 
ghost and cried out; 50 for they all saw him 
and were terrified. But immediately he 
spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; 
do not be afraid.” 51 Then he got into the 
boat with them and the wind ceased. And 
they were utterly astounded.



Mark 2:10: the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins

Mark 2:28: the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.

Mark 8:31: Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man 

must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 

the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three 

days rise again.

Mark 8:38: Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 

this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man 

will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 

with the holy angels.



Dan 7:9: As I watched,

thrones were set in place,

and an Ancient One took his 

throne,

his clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like 

pure wool;

his throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels were burning 

fire.
10 A stream of fire issued

and flowed out from his 

presence.

A thousand thousands served him,

and ten thousand times ten 

thousand stood attending him.

The court sat in judgment,

and the books were opened.
Daniel's vision of the four beasts 
– woodcut by Hans Holbein the 
Younger



Dan 7:13-14: 13 As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being (LXX: ὡς υἱὸς
ἀνθρώπου)  

coming with the clouds of heaven.
And he came to the Ancient One 

and was presented before him.
14 To him was given dominion

and glory and kingship, (LXX: 
“authority”) 

that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,

and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.

from the Silos 
Apocalypse, 
12 c.  



Christ before the high priest, Garrit
van Honthorst, 1617 

Mark 14:61-62: 

The high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Messiah, the 
Son of the Blessed One?” 62 
Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you 
will see the Son of Man 
seated at the right hand of 
the Power,’ and ‘coming with 
the clouds of heaven.’”



Road to Emmaus, Daniel 
Bonnell



Hannah’s Song: 1 Sam 2 Magnificat: Luke 2

“My heart exults in the Lord; 

my strength is exulted in my 

God” (opening)

“He raises up the poor from 

the dust…to make them sit 

with princes and inherit a seat 

of honor”

“Those who were full have 

hired themselves out for 

bread, but those who were 

hungry are fat with spoil”

“He has regarded the low 

estate of His handmaiden”

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

and my spirit rejoices in God 

my Savior.” (opening)

“He has put down the mighty 

from their thrones and exalted 

those of low degree”

“He has filled the hungry with 

good things, and the rich He 

has sent empty away”

“O Lord of hosts, look on the 

affliction of your maidservant 

and remember me, and not 

forget your maidservant”



Luke 4:17-19: 

the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was given to him. He unrolled 
the scroll and found the place 
where it was written:

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has 
anointed me to bring good 
news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the 
captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free,19 to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”



Column 2
1 [... ] your God [...] 
2 [...] And as for what he said: Lev 25:13 "In this year of jubilee, 
[you shall return, each one, to his respective property," as is 
written: Dt 15:2 "This is] 
3 the manner (of effecting) the [release: every creditor shall 
release what he lent [to his neighbor. He shall not coerce his 
neighbor or his brother when] the release for God [has been 
proclaimed]." 
4 [Its inter]pretation for the last days refers to the captives, about 
whom he said: (Isa 61:1) "To proclaim liberty to the captives." And 
he will make
5 their rebels prisoners [...] and of the inheritance of Melchizedek, 
for [...] and they are the inheri[tance of Melchi]zedek, who 
6 will make them return. He will proclaim liberty for them, to free 
them from [the debt] of all their iniquities. And this will [happen] 
7 in the first week of the jubilee which follows the ni[ne] jubilees. 
And the day [of atonem]ent is the end of the tenth jubilee
8 in which atonement will be made for all the sons of [God] and for 
the men of the lot of Melchizedek. [And on the heights] he will 
decla[re in their] favor according to their lots; for
9 it is the time of the "year of grace" for Melchizedek, 

….
15 This is the day of [peace about which God] 
spoke [of old through the words of Isa]iah the 
prophet, who said: Isa 52:7 "How beautiful
16 upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger who announces peace, of the 
mess[enger of good who announces salvation], 
saying to Zion: 'your God [reigns']."
…..

25 [Melchizedek, who will fr]ee [them] from the 
hand of Belial. And as for what he said: Lev 25:9 
"You shall blow the hor[n in every] land."



Acts 2:43-47: They devoted themselves to the apostles' 
teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
the prayers. 43 Awe came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44 
All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods 
and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food 
with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the 
Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved. 

Acts 4:32-35: Now the whole group of those 
who believed were of one heart and soul, and 
no one claimed private ownership of any 
possessions, but everything they owned was 
held in common. 33 With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 
was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as owned 
lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35 They laid it at 
the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. 





Matt 21:12-14:

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out 
all who were selling and buying in the temple, 
and he overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold 
doves. 13 He said to them, “It is written,

‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer’;

but you are making it a den of 
robbers.”

14 The blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he cured them. 

2 Sam 5:6-10: 

The king and his men marched to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, 
the inhabitants of the land, who said to David, “You will not come in 
here, even the blind and the lame will turn you back”—thinking, 
“David cannot come in here.” 7 Nevertheless David took the 
stronghold of Zion, which is now the city of David. 8 David had said 
on that day, “Whoever would strike down the Jebusites, let him get 
up the water shaft to attack the lame and the blind, those whom 
David hates.” Therefore it is said, “The blind and the lame shall not 
come into the house.” 9 David occupied the stronghold, and named it 
the city of David. … 10 And David became greater and greater, for the 
LORD, the God of hosts, was with him.



Mark 10: 35-45: 

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, 
we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What is it 
you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?” 39 They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to 
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am 
baptized, you will be baptized; 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to 
grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42 So Jesus 
called them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they 
recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 
43 But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be 
your servant, 44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.”



The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;

2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’S favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God


